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A Note from Our  

Executive Director 

It has been an exciting summer and fall 
for CEHN! We held our successful          
research conference on Epigenetics and 
Pediatric Environmental Health May 30th 
- June 1st in San Francisco, CA that 
brought together pediatric researchers 
and advocates from around the United 
States and beyond. I encourage you to 
read the article on the conference that 
was published in the October 2012       
edition of Environmental Health           
Perspectives. 
 
In September, CEHN took an evening to    
celebrate our 20th Anniversary as an    
organization and leader in the field of 
Children's Environmental Health. It was     

Working for Healthy Children 

and Healthy Environments  

for 20  Years. 
a fantastic event that included the    
participation of long-standing friends 
and leaders in this movement as well as 
new champions for children's health 
protection. Awards were presented to 
key movers and shakers in the areas of 
student achievement, journalism, and 
national leadership. Entertainment was 
provided by Voxare Quartet, out of New 
York City. Please read further to learn 
more about this event, our fantastic 
sponsors, and view the pictures and 
brief interview video clips taken during 
the evening! 

Safe Toys & Gifts for the Holiday 

requiring third party testing and        
certification of toys intended primarily 
for children 12 and younger. In 2011, 
lead-related toy recalls dropped to 4, 
down from 19 in 2008. Despite this and 
the overall reduced number of recalls 
since 2008, toys containing hazardous 
metals, plastics or other chemicals of 
concern at levels that exceed federal 
standards still manage to reach          
retailers’ shelves and consumer’s   
shopping carts. HealthyStuff.org has 
helpful tips and information on buying 
safer products. 

Be sure to consider toy safety when     
purchasing gifts this holiday season. A 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety             
Commission (CPSC) report states that   
approximately 181,500 children under 
age 15 were treated in U.S. hospital 
emergency rooms for toy-related injuries 
in 2010. Stronger federal regulations   
concerning toys have been promulgated 
within the last few years which include: 
establishing lower lead content and lead 
paint; setting limits on the use of certain 
phthalates; converting the voluntary toy 
standards into mandatory standards; and     

CONTINUE ON PAGE 2 

http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=982260
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=982260
http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/ehp.1205956.pdf
http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/ehp.1205956.pdf
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventId=1118163
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventId=1118163
http://www.healthystuff.org/faqs.shopping.php
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The Children's Environmental Health 

Network (CEHN) held a Gala in          

c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  2 0 t h                      

anniversary.  This event was held at the 

National Press Club in Washington, DC, 

with about 100 guests in the field of 

Children’s Environmental Health,       

including research scientists, health 

care professionals, public health      

leaders, media leaders and child health 

advocates. This event celebrated       

advances in children’s environmental 

health protection, and projected a     

vision of what is yet to be                    

accomplished.  

 

The CEHN 20th Anniversary Child       

Advocate Honorees: Administrator Lisa 

P. Jackson with the Environmental    

Protection Agency, Meg Kissinger and  

 

Susanne Rust with the Milwaukee    

Journal Sentinel, and Christina & Eric 

Bear, winners of the 2012 Youth       

Advocate Award. 

 

One additional surprise for the evening 

was the announcement of a new CEHN 

award. The Board announced the 

Nsedu Obot Witherspoon Youth    

Leadership Award, or the N.O.W. 

award, in honor of CEHN's Executive 

Director who continues to work       

tirelessly for the health and well-being 

of our children. Christina and Eric Bear 

became the first to receive this award 

and nominations for student leaders 

will be taken each year for future     

annual awards moving forward. Click 

here to find out more on what was 

read about Ms. Witherspoon the night 

of the Gala.  

CEHN 20th Anniversary 

A Note from Our Executive Director 

dear uncle, Professor Emmanuel Obot, 
died on the Dana Airlines Flight that 
crashed in Lagos,  Nigeria on June 3rd. 
This tragedy has hit our family very 
hard as we try to make peace with the 
reality of it all. Uncle Emmanuel shared 
my great love for nature and              
environmental health protection for all 
people. The results of his effective 
leadership and work in Nigeria and  
beyond will continue to grow, even in 
his absence. I welcome all of you to 
take a few minutes to read more about 
his accomplishments that are near and 
dear to our hearts. He is a continued 
reminder of the impact one               
determined, yet humble, individual can 
have. 

CEHN is also proud to announce the   
addition of two new Board members. 
Richard H. Finnell, PhD, with the         
University of Texas at Austin and Leslie 
G. Fields, Esq., Director of the Sierra 
Club's Environmental Justice &          
Community Partnerships Program. Both 
have already jumped into their Board 
positions with great energy and          
passion.  Dr. Joel Hunter, Senior Pastor 
of Northland Church has now moved to 
the CEHN Advisory Board. We are   
grateful to all for their continued       
service to CEHN and beyond. 
 
On a personal note, the day after the 
CEHN staff returned from our                
conference in San Francisco, CA, I        
received the devastating  news that  my       --Nsedu O. W itherspoon, MPH  

CEHN Executive Director   

http://www.cehn.org/files/NOW_Flyer.pdf
http://www.cehn.org/files/NOW_Flyer.pdf
http://safaritalk.net/topic/8714-obituary-prof-emmanuel-obot-nigerian-conservation-foundation/
http://www.cehn.org/about/Richard_Finnell
http://www.cehn.org/about/Leslie_Fields
http://www.cehn.org/about/Leslie_Fields


 
 
 
 

EHCC Upcoming 
Presentations and Meetings: 

 
November 6 
Anchorage, AK 

EHCC Train-the-Trainer  

 
November 9 
Fairbanks, AK 

EHCC Train-the-Trainer  

 
November 10 
Fairbanks, AK 

Alaska AEYC Conference 

 

 
CEHN  Events: 

 
November 16 
Webinar:   
New Approaches to Today’s   
Children’s Environmental Health 
Challenges 
 
 

December 1 
Symposium:   
CEHN Executive Director         
presents at the symposium on 
Environmental Justice and Health 
Disparities in Maryland and DC 
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Stepping Stones Review 

in Child Care and Early Education (NRC). 
CEHN staff reviewed 144 environmental 
health and safety standards, and rated 
these standards on which would be most 
likely to prevent adverse outcomes for 
children in child care and early education      
settings. 

Nsedu Obot Witherspoon, CEHN's     
Executive Director, and Hester Paul, 
EHCC's National Director, recently     
participated in the review of Stepping 
Stones to Using Caring for Our Children, 
3rd Edition (Stepping Stones 3), a       
resource published by the National   
Resource Center for Health and Safety  

Eco Healthy Child Care®  

Checklist requirements. EHCC staff was 
surprised and pleased to learn that the 
center's staff created a mercury clean 
up kit, following an EHCC presentation 
at the Vermont Association for the    
Education for Young Children (AEYC) 
conference. EHCC suggests any facility 
with thermometers, thermostats, or 
any fluorescent light bulbs containing 
mercury have clean up kits available in 
the event of a release of mercury (such 
as a broken CFL). Great work! 

As Eco-Healthy Child Care® staff         
continue to pilot the EHCC on-site     
assessment program, they have           
encountered some outstanding facilities 
that are EHCC-endorsed. My Second 
Home in Bradford, VT, was randomly 
selected for a walk-through from      
Vermont's EHCC-endorsed child cares.  
 
My Second Home met, and went         
beyond, the Eco-Healthy Child Care®  

Action was taken in Congress this     
summer to update the Toxic Substances 
Control Act, the law governing the      
nation’s regulations of most chemicals.  
Reform of this ineffective statute is 
overdue. In July, Sen. Frank Lautenberg 
(D-NJ), offered a substitute amendment 
to the reform bill he had introduced 
earlier, the Safe Chemicals Act (S. 847). 
 
His amendment was adopted by the   
Senate Environment & Public Works  
Committee.  

However, it is unlikely that these        
actions will result in progress in this 
Congress.  
 
Both the Senate and House will have to 
act during the lame duck session before 
the end of this year, or the bill will have 
to be re-introduced in the next         
Congress. 
 
For more information, visit our Policy 
Page. 

Update on Chemical Policy  Reform 

Congratulations ! 

 

Nsedu Obot Witherspoon, CEHN's Executive Director, receives the 
Distinguished Service Award from the American Public Health        
Association Environment Section. This award recognizes a Section 
member who provides noteworthy & important contributions to the 
Section.   

http://www.cehn.org/EHCC_TtT_Registration
http://www.cehn.org/EHCC_TtT_Registration
http://www.cehn.org/resources/trainings
http://www.cehn.org/files/Webinar%20FLyer.pdf
http://www.cehn.org/files/Webinar%20FLyer.pdf
http://www.cehn.org/files/Webinar%20FLyer.pdf
http://sph.umd.edu/events/calendar_event.cfm?id=16082
http://sph.umd.edu/events/calendar_event.cfm?id=16082
http://sph.umd.edu/events/calendar_event.cfm?id=16082
http://sph.umd.edu/events/calendar_event.cfm?id=16082
http://nrckids.org/CFOC3/CFOC3-color-small.pdf
http://nrckids.org/CFOC3/CFOC3-color-small.pdf
http://www.cehn.org/policy/child_safe_chemicals_policy
http://www.cehn.org/policy/child_safe_chemicals_policy
http://www.apha.org/membergroups/sections/aphasections/env/benefits/
http://www.apha.org/membergroups/sections/aphasections/env/benefits/


 

Recent Funding 

 

October 2012 has been a good fundraising month for the national Eco-Healthy 
Child Care® (EHCC) program. The Kresge Foundation has awarded the EHCC       
program $300,000 over three years and the Cedar Tree Foundation has awarded 
the program $250,000 over the next three years! CEHN is a very appreciative of 
this funding, and thrilled to further expand the EHCC program so that child care 
professionals throughout the nation benefit from reduced environmental health 
toxics within and around child care settings. 
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Support CEHN’s Work:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CEHN FALL 2012 NEWSLETTER                                                        PAGE 4 OF 4 

CEHN is thrilled to welcome back our Graduate Student           

Assistant Lisa Plummer. Lisa first joined us in January 2012. She 

is a master's student in the Community/Public Health Nursing 

program at the University of Maryland, Baltimore. Prior to     

going back to school, she has had a variety of work experiences 

such as working as a research assistant in a neuroscience lab at 

the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and as a nurse on 

Washington Hospital Center's neuro unit. She is looking forward 

to graduating in December and has interests in child/adolescent health promotion 

and protection. 

Christine Louis-Jacques joined our team this September. She 
serves as the Administrative Assistant of the organization. CEHN 
is thrilled to have her with us. 
 
Christine is a 2010 graduate from the University of                 
Massachusetts, Amherst with a Bachelor’s degree in Economics. 
Prior to working with Children’s Environmental Health Network, 
she served as the Assistant to the Dean of Academic Affairs at 
the University of the District of Columbia Community College. 

Ms. Louis-Jacques has extensive experience in the fields of administration, and   
project management that she is excited to bring to CEHN. 
 
With her own personal interest in environmental and human health, Christine 
looks forward to adding to the advancement of the overall mission of Children’s             
Environmental Health Network. 

New & Returning Members of the Network 

http://www.cehn.org/
http://www.cehn.org/
https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/MakeDonation.aspx?ORGID2=522305620&vlrStratCode=1O9QqPTogxxTCKSGIvW5q2MF91JiYqIQzDBRY4NiVBEKqxoGyoalxcxzKcWOyTX9
http://twitter.com/CEHN
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Childrens-Environmental-Health-Network/151885418164368

