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Letter From Our  

Executive Director 

Nsedu Obot Witherspoon 

We at CEHN hope that the beginning of 2014 
has found you and your loved ones healthy 
and excited with what the new year can 
bring.  
 
We are looking forward to an exciting year.  
In the first quarter of 2014 we will release 
CEHN’s revised Pediatric Environmental 
Health Training resource. More information 
will soon be available. CEHN is also excited 
about a new two-year project we will be 
working on with the Environmental Law   
Institute. We will be assessing environmental 
health policies across the U.S. that may have 
implications for state child care licensing and           
standards. Thanks to the W.K. Kellogg    
Foundation for funding this project. 
 
CEHN ended 2013 with some noteworthy 
news and activities. This past fall we         
welcomed new Board member Lisa Woll, 
CEO of the U.S. Forum for Sustainable and 
Responsible Investment and the U.S. Forum 
for Sustainable and Responsible Investment 
Foundation. CEHN is very pleased to have  

Ms. Woll’s expertise and leadership as we 
move into many new opportunities ahead. 
Dr. Lesliam Quirós-Alcalá, Postdoctoral 
Scholar with UC Berkeley’s Center for      
Environmental Research and Children's 
Health Maternal and Child Health, joined 
CEHN’s Science Committee. She adds     
increased capacity to our growing Science 
Committee and we are very happy to have 
her time and energy.  
 
In September, CEHN held a meeting of   
national visionary leaders representing a 
variety of sectors including science,       
business, advocacy, academia, media, and 
philanthropy. This successful meeting was 
an important step in CEHN’s efforts to 
frame and prioritize the activities we are 
leading to chart a renewed vision for how 
children are protected from environmental 
hazards in the U.S. CEHN’s 8th Annual Child 
Health Advocate Award Reception was held 
in Washington, DC this past October.  

--Nsedu O. Witherspoon, MPH 
  CEHN Executive Director 

CEHN Leads Call For Research Funding 

A variety of public interest organizations 
joined the Network in a January letter to U.S. 
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy urging her 
to expand and maintain her Agency’s       
commitment to funding the Children’s       
Environmental Health and Disease              
Prevention Research Centers.  
 
These Centers, with their modest budgets, 
play a key role in providing the scientific basis 
for protecting children from environmental 
hazards. Many centers have created and are 
tracking cohorts of children from before birth   

. This continuity provides a unique window 

in better understanding how early life     

exposures may be linked to health and   

development outcomes.  In some cohorts, 

the children are nearing adolescence and 

offer a rare opportunity to study adolescent 

environmental health. The Network and its 

partners urged the agency to ensure that 

the centers are adequately funded to      

prevent the loss of these cohorts. To see 

the full letter, go to our website. 

http://www.cehn.org/files/LetterToEPA_2014.pdf
http://www.cehn.org/files/LetterToEPA_2014.pdf
http://www.cehn.org/files/Stmt_to_IOM_NCS.pdf


CEHN  

2014 CALENDAR: 

 
February 11 
DC:  Environmental Health in 
Child Care Settings Session 
Washington, DC  
 

March 22 
PA: Delaware Valley             
Association for the Education 
of Young  Children (DVAEYC)  
Workshop: Healthier             
Environments through         
Eco-Healthy Child Care®  
 
March 26 
NM: Eco-Healthy Child Care® 
Train-the-Trainer 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
April 10 
NV: Eco-Healthy Child Care® 
Train-the-Trainer 
Reno, NV 
 
April  29 
CT: Eco-Healthy Child Care® 
Train-the-Trainer 
Middletown, CT 
 
May 5 
NE: Eco-Healthy Child Care® 
Train-the-Trainer 
Omaha, NE 
 
May 6 
NE: Eco-Healthy Child Care® 
Train-the-Trainer 
Kearney, NE 
 
May 19 
NV: Eco-Healthy Child Care® 
Train-the-Trainer 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
 

More Event Information 
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Eco-Healthy Child Care®  

that are eco-healthy. EHCC educates child 
care professionals about reducing children’s 
exposure to common toxics, including:   
Pesticides, Poor Air Quality, Household 
Chemicals, Lead, Mercury, Radon, Treated 
Playground Equipment, Furniture and     
Carpets, Art Supplies and Plastics and    
Plastic Toys.  
 
Some of the TtT sessions are already set; 
please see CEHN’s calendar of events 
(sidebar) for further information. You can 
also visit the Network’s events calendar for 
more details on CEHN and EHCC staff     
presentations and trainings. If you know of 
child care trainers, health consultants or 
licensing staff who provide training and/or 
technical assistance to child care providers, 
please encourage them to attend. More 
than 99% of the child care professionals 
who attend our TtT session would                 
recommend it to others. Register here.  

Radon 

It is important to have your home and/or 
child care facility for tested radon. In the 
cold winter months our doors and windows 
are kept closed, and we tend to stay indoors 
more. This leads to higher levels of radon in 
our homes, and thus, to higher exposure to 
us and to our children. In the U.S., radon is 
the leading cause of lung cancer deaths 
among nonsmokers, claiming the lives of 
about 20,000 Americans each year -- related  

lung cancer is correlated to a  person’s    
cumulative lifelong exposure, so taking   
action to reduce radon in settings where 
children spend a great deal of time          
ultimately reduces their (and your) risk. For 
more information on radon and how to test 
your home, see our Eco-Healthy Child Care® 
Radon factsheet. 

We are now on LinkedIn! 

The Eco-Healthy Child Care® (EHCC)        
program is off to a running start in 2014. 
This year, the program has five new        
expansion states: Alabama, Connecticut, 
Nebraska, Nevada and New Mexico. A full 5
-hour Train-the-Trainer (TtT) session will be 
delivered to child care trainers, health/
nurse consultants and licensing staff in each 
of these states. We are especially excited 
that child care licensing staff are playing a 
larger and larger role in these trainings. 
Some states are now requiring that all    
licensing staff attend the TtT session.  This 
helps to ensure that these key leaders are 
aware of children’s environmental health 
resources when they offer technical        
assistance or conduct state-mandated site 
visits. 
 
This science-based and award-winning   
program supports child care professionals 
in reducing children’s exposure to            
environmental health hazards while        
directing  parents to child care facilities  

http://www.maeoe.org/index.php
http://www.maeoe.org/index.php
http://www.cehn.org/resources/trainings
http://www.cehn.org/resources/trainings
http://www.cehn.org/EHCC_TtT_Registration
http://www.cehn.org/files/Radon_7_12.pdf
http://linkd.in/1awlgUi
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About Us… 

CEHN is a national non-profit 501(c)3 organization that relies on contributions and 
grants to sustain our programs. Your contributions provide direct support for CEHN’s 
work to protect our children's health.  
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Health In All Policies 

“Children’s Environmental Health: Building 
Champions Among Health Care Professionals” 
and “Environmental Management of Pediatric 
Asthma: Guidelines for Health Care             
Providers”. These webinars provided an     
introduction to children's environmental 
health. Each one highlighted one of the     
modules included in CEHN's soon-to-be-
released revised training resource titled 
"Training Manual on Pediatric Environmental 
Health: Putting It Into Practice."  
 
We also engaged with the National Center on 
Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities 
to develop language about the known and 
suspected links between autism and the    
environment. 
 
This year, we are partnering with national 
child care organizations by providing technical 
assistance and/or capacity building to         
advance best practices in environmental 
health in the child care setting.  
 
The HiAP activities are supported by the     
Cooperative Agreement number EH11-1110 
from the Centers for Disease Control and   
Prevention (CDC).  
 

Advancing public health and public interest 
policies usually requires the involvement of 
multiple public interest groups. To expand 
the chorus of effective voices speaking out 
in support of policies to protect children’s 
environmental health, the Network has 
been working with key public interest   
partners to expand their capacity for       
engaging in this field. In 2012-2013, the 
Network partnered with four national 
health care professional organizations 
through our Health in All Policies (HiAP) 
project:  

o National Association for School Nurses 
(NASN)  
o Association of Clinicians for the        
Underserved (ACU)  
o National Medical Association (NMA)  
o National Association of Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioners (NAPNAP) 

  
Our partnerships focused on determining 
organization-specific activities that would 
create or increase each organization’s role 
as a champion for children’s environmental 
health. 
 
The Network held two successful webinars  

CEHN’s Pediatric Research Conference 

The Children’s Environmental Health         
Network (CEHN) is hosting our next pediatric 
environmental research conference on food:   
foods that have protective effects on         
developing children (pre and post-natal);  
unrecognized environmental hazards in 
food; and the outcomes of these positive 
and  negative exposures directly or indirectly 
via the  microbiome.  

This exciting conference will highlight       

cutting edge science in these areas of study 

and offer the translation of findings to     

public health practice and policy, where  

possible. Overarching themes throughout 

the conference will include food additives 

and toxicants in food. Look for the Save the 

Date and Call for Abstracts soon!  

http://www.cehn.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Childrens-Environmental-Health-Network/151885418164368
http://twitter.com/CEHN
http://www.cehn.org/
https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/MakeDonation.aspx?ORGID2=522305620&vlrStratCode=nXuKc8MOgo%2ftdCVrJnUUcGdfATGELJmC6XmXH9dIuEcdz3wieakk0pd%2bfxDr4l%2fI
mailto:cehn@cehn.org
http://neefusa.org/health/ceh-webinar1-archive-before
http://neefusa.org/health/ceh-webinar1-archive-before
http://neefusa.org/health/asthma-webinar2-archive
http://neefusa.org/health/asthma-webinar2-archive
http://neefusa.org/health/asthma-webinar2-archive
http://linkd.in/1awlgUi

