
 

 

 

 Childrenõs  Environmental  
Health Network 

(CEHN)  

2013 Annual Report 

Protecting All Children from  
Environmental Hazards &  

Promoting a Healthier Environment  



 

 

 
Table of Contents 

 
 

aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ /9IbΩǎ  9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦо  
 
Programs: 

 Protecting Children Through Policies ...........................................................................................4 
  

 /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ [ŜǳƪŜƳƛŀ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦт 
 

 Eco-IŜŀƭǘƘȅ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜϯΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦт 
  

 Communicating Science .............................................................................................................11 
   
Events:  
  

 /9IbΩǎ нлǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΦΧΦΦмм 
  

 bΦhΦ²Φ ¸ƻǳǘƘ !ǿŀǊŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧмн 
 

Collaborating with Partners........................................................................................................13 
 
Board of Directors ....  .......................................................................................................................................14 

 
{ǘŀŦŦ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΧмр 

 
Advisory Board...................................................................................................................................................16 

 
Science Advisory Committee..............................................................................................................................16 

 
Policy Advisory Committee.................................................................................................................................18 

 
!ōƻǳǘ ¦ǎΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ.........................................................20 

 
CǳƴŘƛƴƎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ..........................21 

 
Financial Statement............................................................................................................................................22 



 

 

Message from Nsedu Obot Witherspoon  
CEHN Executive Director 

 
 
CEHN was founded in 1992 in response to alarming evidence that the health and            
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ 
pollution, toxins, and other environmental hazards. 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
environmental health to include facets such as the built environment and climate 
change. 
 

CEHN translates the peer-ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ōǳƛƭǘ 
the first pediatric environmental health curriculum, successfully influenced the Federal government to 
launch initiatives protecting children, and lead educational and policy initiatives that continue to inform 
practitioners and protect children. Today, from our headquarters in Washington, DC, CEHN is now              
recognized globally as a trusted source of science-based pediatric environmental health guidance and        
advocacy, providing leadership and technical assistance at the state and Federal level.  
 
Despite all that we have accomplished, child health trends are improving slowly or not improving at all.  We 
must think even more boldly and take ever more ambitious steps to protect our children today and            
tomorrow.  
 
CEHN used our 20th anniversary year to celebrate our combined successes for children over the last two  
decades. However, we also used this important time in CEHN's history to reflect on ways that we can best 
contribute to the field of children's environmental health protection today. As a result, CEHN developed our 
first Business Plan that represents our vision and specific short-term goals.   
  
To achieve the dramatic results necessary to protect children, CEHN is now aligning our programs into four 
content areasτscience, policy, marketplace, and leadershipτto achieve greater scale and impact. 
 
Within science, CEHN is working to support the best peer-reviewed science and translation of the science 
into child-protective policy and practice. CEHN's Childhood Leukemia project with UC Berkeley, Articles of 
the Month, and the updating manual for health care faculty, Putting It Into Practice: Pediatric                     
Environmental Health Training Resource have all kept us busy this year. 
 
Within policy, CEHN is working to protect children from environmental hazards by identifying priorities and 
opportunities for effective public health policy improvements. In the marketplace, CEHN's vision is to       
educate and train the current and next generation of leaders in child health protection and support            
science-based recommendation to assist consumers. In leadership, CEHN's work is to provide our key      
partners and the general public with science-based education and recommendations to reduce and/or   
eliminate environmental hazards to children. 
 
We are excited about and focused on the important work ahead of us and encourage you to read more 
about the accomplishments CEHN made over the last year. If you are not already connected to CEHN, please 
reach out to us as we work together to ensure that our children are protected from environmental hazards. 



 

 

Protecting Children Through Policies 
 
Health professionals, parents, teachers and others who care for children can do much to create a healthier 
environment for their charges. But, as individuals, they cannot clean the air, remove contaminants from 
drinking water or assure that all products are safe for children. These and other important contributors to 
health and development are the responsibility of Federal, state and local policies and programs. 
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ 
developing systems are rarely considered when our decision-makers write laws, regulations, standards and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ Řƻ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
unique behaviors and environments, which lead to children commonly being exposed to higher levels of 
chemicals in their environments than are adults. 
 
Yet progress is being made. Thanks to the work of the Network and an increasing number of organizations 
and individuals, awareness is growing among our policy-makers that children are not just little adults, and 
ǘƘŀǘ άƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ŀƭƭέ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 
ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΦ 
 
 
Educating 
 
The Network continues to educate policy makers on the importance of providing healthy environments for 
children.  Early in 2013, CEHN staff conducted introductory visits with a number of Senate staffers, focusing 
on staff for newly-elected Senators.   
 
The Network also contributed to a successful Congressional briefing about the work of the Centers of         
9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘΦ 
 
Through our Health In All Policies project, the Network developed and distributed two foundational          
education pieces illuminating the impact of various sectors  -- such as education, transportation, housing, 
commerce, land use, and agriculture  --  ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
!ǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ /9IbΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-regarded manual for health care faculty, Putting It Into 
Practice: Pediatric Environmental Health Training Resource, the advocacy section continues to be a core 
topic. 
 
Through interviews with reporters around the nation, the Network staff and advisors increase awareness of 
ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ 
 
 
Advocating 
 
The Network raised its voice in support of improved policies for children in a variety of arenas.   
 
The Network repeatedly urged Congressional appropriators to provide adequate funding and support for key 
Federal pediatric environmental health activities and programs for FY 2014. This included providing            
testimony to House and Senate appropriations subcommittees. 



 

 

!ǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΥ 
 
Chemicals Policy Reform:  ¢ƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 
law regulating most chemicals  --  the Toxic Substances Control Act or TSCA  -- ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
health.  TSCA was enacted more than 30 years ago and does not adequately protect human health.  Reform 
of this outdated and ineffective law has been a priority for the Network and for others in the fields of health 
and environment.  The Network continued its efforts to educate decision-makers about the inability of TSCA 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜΦ   
 
Global Climate Change: CEHN staff attended a White House event on climate change and public health,    
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ 
ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ wŜǇΦ [ƻƛǎ /ŀǇǇǎΩ ό5-CA) Climate Change Health 
Protection and Promotion Act.  
 
Lead Renovation:  The Network co-signed a petition developed by the National Center for Healthy Housing to 
the U.S. EPA that would help advance a new EPA renovation rule pertaining to public and commercial     
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ   ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŀ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ 9t!Ωǎ [ŜŀŘ-Safe               
Certification regulation. 
 
Tier 3 Motor Vehicle Emission and Fuel Standards: The Network submitted docket comments to EPA in     
support of strengthening tailpipe emission and fuel standards for passenger cars and trucks. 
 
Maryland pesticide legislation:  The Network submitted testimony for the record to the Maryland state     
legislature in February 2013 regarding legislation about pesticide application. 
 
 
Leadership 
 
aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ /9Ib ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ   
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΩǎ /9Ib ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ          
focusing on national policy and regulation, scientific research and knowledge, and the education of health 
care professionals. 
 
Though much progress has been made, we recognize that the necessary paradigm shift at the policy level 
and throughout society required to proactively consider children and future generations has not occurred.  
When progress has been made, it is primarily on a toxicant-by-toxicant level, or by reacting to issues that 
emerge.  The challenges facing children in their environments have broadened to include climate change, 
ƻōŜǎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀǎ ΨŀŘǳƭǘ ƻƴƭȅΦΩ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
first to see a shorter life expectancy than their parents due to their poor health status.  
 
Recognizing this, the Network has been working to create a proactive vision and blueprint for the 21st      
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜƴƛƴƎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ 
 
 
 



 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻǳǊ ΨǾƛǎƛƻƴΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƘŀǎΥ 
/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘǊŀŦǘ ƻŦ ŀ άǾƛǎƛƻƴέ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ 
Generated comments from leaders in the field, leaders in new sectors, and through a visioning 
blog, to further shape a vision and process. 
Prepared for a fall 2013 planning meeting for a major invitation-only meeting in 2014 to generate 
a consensus vision statement and strategy.  

 
Health in All Policies:  Advancing public health and public interest policies usually requires the involvement 
of multiple public interest groups.  To expand the chorus of effective voices speaking out in support of      
ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪŜȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 
partners to expand their capacity for engaging in this field.  This year, the Network has partnered with four 
national health care professional organizations through our Health in All Policies (HIAP) project:  

o National Association for School Nurses (NASN)  
o Association of Clinicians for the Underserved (ACU)  
o National Medical Association (NMA)  
o National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP)  

 
Our partnerships are focused on determining organization-specific activities that will create or increase each 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ 
 
Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмнΣ ǘƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ άtƻƭƛŎȅ {ƘŀǇŜǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
CǳǘǳǊŜΣέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ сл ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ        
environmental health using a Health in All Policies (HiaP) approach.  This work builds upon the successful 
Congressional briefing we held in June 2012. 
 
We also engaged with the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities to develop       
language about the known and suspected links between autism and the environment. 
 
¢ƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ       
bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘΣ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘΣ tƻƭƛŎȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
year, we were pleased to welcome Kristin Schafer of Pesticide Action Network and Jack Rayburn of Trust for 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Childhood Leukemia Project 
 
CEHN has partnered with the University of California at Berkeley (UC Berkeley) to provide research          
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƭŜǳƪŜƳƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
environmental exposures. The Network will make this research understandable, accessible and actionable 
through integration into on-going outreach and training for various stakeholders including care providers, 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
ƳŀƪŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƴŜǿ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
Interdisciplinary Research on Childhood Leukemia and the Environment (CIRCLE) based at UC Berkeley and 
funded by NIEHS and EPA. 
 
CEHN continues to build a database of peer-reviewed research articles focused on childhood leukemia and 
environmental exposures and is assisting in the development of the narrative to provide content for the    
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ /9IbΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
incorporate and communicate key childhood leukemia findings. New research in the field is highlighted via 
ǘƘŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /9Ib ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ hǳǊ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜΣ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ 
and CancerέΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎƘŜŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  
CIRCLE website. The first completed factsheet, reviewed by our scientific advisory board and aimed at       
parents and care-givers, has already been posted. It has also been approved for dissemination to targeted 
health care provider audiences, pending a final review by the University of California at Berkeley. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eco-Healthy Child Care®  

 
Eco-Healthy Child Care® (EHCC) is a national program that partners with child care professionals to eliminate 
or reduce environmental health hazards found in child care facilities, thus improving the environmental 
health of children. EHCC supports child care providers as they make simple choices that benefit the health 
and well-being of all children in their care. The program offers training, technical assistance, resources,    
marketing and an endorsement. By reducing exposure to toxics, the program creates healthier environments 
in and around child care facilities, and in doing so, it creates healthier kids.  

http://www.cehn.org/cancer
http://www.cehn.org/cancer
http://www.cehn.org/files/Leukemia_2_5_14.pdf


 

 

States having participated in EHCC Train the Trainer sessions  

 
EHCC remains the sole self-directed environmental health endorsement program for child care providers. 
Since early 2008, 2,145 endorsement applications have met our EHCC requirements. Based on these          
endorsements, 89,281 children have been protected from environmental toxics in their child care setting.  
 
The Eco-Healthy Child Care® program is currently endorsing 808 child care facilities, protecting 32,422      
children within 47 states. A variety of corporate and government child care chains (Bright Horizons Family 
{ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ уллҌ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎΩ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ мллҌ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
Administration ς Child Care Operations (GSA), with 100+ centers) are committed to achieving and            
maintaining EHCC endorsement for all facilities.  
 
In 2013, EHCC received the Environmental Health Innovation Award from the National Environmental Health 
Association for our innovation and effective approach. Other national awards include the U.S. Environmental 
tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ нллс /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ Excellence Award and the 2010 Childcare and 
School IPM Recognition Award from the IPM Institute of North America, Inc. EHCC covers the following    
content areas: Pesticides and Pest Prevention, Air Quality, Household Chemicals, Lead, Mercury, Radon, Art 
Supplies, Furniture and Carpets, Plastics and Plastic Toys, Arsenic: Treated Wood and Water, and Recycling 
and Garbage Storage. 
 
 
 
 
 
Education & Awareness 
 
During 2013, CEHN staff offered the 5-hour EHCC Train the Trainer (TtT) session to child care trainers, child 
care health consultants, licensing staff and child care resource and referral staff in Alaska, Georgia, Indiana, 
Iowa, Ohio and Oklahoma. Since 2008, the EHCC TtT has been offered in 23 states: AK, CA, CO, FL, GA, HI, IA, 
ID, IN, KS, KY, MA, ME, MS, NC, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, TX, VT, and WA.  We look forward to working with     
Connecticut, Nevada and New Mexico in 2014.  
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New Collaborations & Milestones 
 
EHCC has formed a strong partnership with the National Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH). NCHH is the 
premier provider of healthy homes/healthy indoor environment trainings in the U.S. for public health and 
housing professionals. NCHH has developed curricula for 10 different successful and well-regarded trainings. 
NCHH will be adopting the EHCC curriculum which means that their 56 training partners across the nation 
will routinely offer the EHCC training. The Network was pleased to receive $107,000 from the U.S.               
Department of Housing and Urban Development to support these efforts. 
 
Evaluation is a key aspect of the EHCC program.  We collect and analyze data to help us assess our impact.  
University of Maryland School of Nursing researchers are working with us to assess some valuable EHCC 
data.  One analysis has reviewed the pre and post tests conducted at EHCC Train the Trainer sessions in five 
states (FL, ID, KS, TX, VT) to evaluate the effectiveness of the TtT sessions. The results found that a half-day 
training program on environmental hazards in the child care setting can significantly improve knowledge for 
upper-level individuals (trainers, licensing staff and health/nurse consultants) in the child care industry.  
 
Another analysis is looking at the checklists submitted by 396 endorsed facilities to identify the frequency of 
different environmental stewardship practices by child care centers. Both analyses have been developed into 
articles that are being submitted for publication. 
 
Two upstate New York public interest groups  --  Clean and Healthy New York and the Child Care Council --  
are using the Eco-Healthy Child Care® program as the foundation of a program to educate child care          
providers in the Great Lakes Basin about common toxic chemicals and how to choose safer products.        
Supported by a grant from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, the groups will use EHCC and add                
in additional science-based materials relevant for the area. CEHN is providing not just permission to use 
EHCC but also some technical support to this creative program. 
 
Policy 
 
In 2013, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) proposed updating the health and safety 
requirements for child cares receiving subsidies under the Child Care and Development Fund. CEHN quickly 
reviewed the proposal and found no mention of environmental health. Working with collaborative partners, 
CEHN/EHCC drafted and circulated docket comments. /9IbΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŏƻ-signed by the Center 
ŦƻǊ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ό/9w/IύΣ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ of Neurotoxicology & Neurological 
Disorders (INND), the National Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH), and the National Resource Center for 
Health and Safety in Child Care and Early Education. (HHS Rulemaking - Docket ACFς2013ς0001).  



 

 

 
EHCC Conference Participation  
 
EHCC staff presented at 11 national, regional and state conferences during this fiscal year, including: the   
National Housing Education and Research Association conference, the National Head Start Association     
conference, the National Healthy Homes conference, the Association for Early Learning Leaders conference 
and the National Association for the Education of Young Children conference.  
 
Leadership 
 
The EHCC program was highlighted in a May 2013 article on the current status of environmental health in 
U.S. child care settings published by Environmental Health Perspectives, the journal of the National Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences.  In addition, a full page article in Professional Connections, a trade journal 
of the Association of Early Learning Leaders, provided an overview of the EHCC program, resources available 
and our accomplishments to date.  
 
CEHN staff chair the EHCC National Advisory Committee (NAC) and the EHCC Science Task Force. Since 2008, 
the EHCC NAC has ensured the growth, development and rapid adoption of the EHCC program. Leaders of 
both state and national child care agencies ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ    
comprise this committee, including: Child Care Aware of America, the National Association for the Education  
ƻŦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ               
environmental health organizations comprise this committee, including: Child Care Aware of America, the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children, the National Association for Regulatory                
!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 9t!Ωǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
among others.  
 
For more information on the EHCC Program and to download topical fact sheets please visit the EHCC, 
www.cehn.org/ehcc.  
 
 

A training session provided to child care providers by CEHN 

http://www.cehn.org/ehcc


 

 

 

Communicating the Science 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ 
¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ 
people.  The emerging scientific papers are usually highly technical.  Judging the priority and translating the 
results of the growing number and wide variety of articles is confusing.  But understanding the science is also 
key to adopting effective and protective practices and policies. 
 
To help journalists, policy-makers and the general public better understand the outcomes of pediatric        
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ /9IbΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
health topics hand-picked by the CEHN Science Committee; its findings and importance are summarized for 
ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘǎŜǊǾǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ /9IbΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΣ     
http://bit.ly/1ajhMEU.   
 
 
Upcoming Research Conference 
/9IbΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ нлмрΦ ¢ƘŜ  
focus of the conference will be on food: food that makes fetuses/children more resistant to environmental 
hazards, unrecognized environmental hazards in food, and the health outcomes of these positive and     
ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΦ [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ 
edge science in these areas of study and offer the translation of findings to public health practice and policy, 
where possible. Visit our website, www.cehn.org, to keep abreast of this conference as plans develop. 
 
9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ 
promote the field within the science world and highlight the science world and highlight the science-base of 
current issues with stakeholders. 

 

Events  
 

/9IbΩǎ нлǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ 
CEHN marked 2012 as a year building on its two decades of leadership in protecting all children from          
environmental hazards. In September, CEHN took an evening to celebrate their 20th Anniversary as an      
organization and leader in the field of Children's Environmental Health. It was a fantastic event that included 
the participation of long-standing friends and leaders in this movement as well as new champions for        
children's health protection. Awards were presented to key movers and shakers in the areas of student 
achievement, journalism, and national leadership.  
 
Guests included distinguished health professionals, public health advocates, researchers, and                      
community-based leaders within the field of children's environmental health. The event highlighted not only 
the history and work of CEHN but also children's unique vulnerabilities and susceptibilities when they are  
exposed to environmental toxicants.  

http://bit.ly/1ajhMEU
http://www.cehn.org


 

 

 
The Child Health Advocate Honorees were former EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson for her efforts to protect 
the health and environment for all Americans; Milwaukee Journal Sentinel investigative reporters Meg     
Kissinger and Susanne Rust for their award-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ά/ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ CŀƭƭƻǳǘΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ 
the Federal government to regulate toxic chemicals in household product; Christina and Eric Bear, a            
sister-brother team from Boulder, CO, who created the Radon Awareness Project and were selected as    
winners of the first Nsedu Obot Witherspoon Youth Leadership Award (see below). To learn more about our 
award recipients, visit our 20th Anniversary webpage, http://bit.ly/1e7UQJF. 
 

 
N.O.W. Youth Leadership Award 
The evening of CEHN's Gala included the announcement of a new award. The Board announced the Nsedu 
Obot Witherspoon Youth Leadership Award, or N.O.W. Award, in honor of CEHN's Executive Director who 
continues to work tirelessly for the health and well-being of our children. To find out more about the award 
and Ms. Witherspoon the night of the Gala, visit http://bit.ly/1bVJAv2.   

http://bit.ly/1e7UQJF
http://bit.ly/1bVJAv2


 

 

Collaborating with Partners 
 
Partnerships are key to leveraging resources for CEHN; below are some of our partners in the many           
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 
 
 
 


