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Message from Nsedu Obot Witherspoon
CEHN Executive Director

CEHN was founded in 1992 in response to alarming evidence that the healt
RSOPSt2LIYSyld 2F GKS ylLriiAz2yQa OKAf RNBY
pollution, toxins, and other environmental hazards.

change.
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the first pediatric environmental health curriculum, successfully influenced the Federal governm
launch initiatives protecting children, and lead educational and policy initiatives that continue to i
practitioners and protect childrenToday, from our headquarters in Washington, DC, CEHN is
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environmental health to include facets such as the built environment and climate

NA a
nt to
form
now

recognized globally as a trusted source of scidmased pediatric environmental health guidance and

advocacy, providing leadership and technical assistance at the state and Federal level.

Despite all that we have accomplished, child health trends are improving slowly or not improving\&teall.
must think even more boldly and take ever more ambitious steps to protect our children today and

tomorrow.

CEHN used our 20th anniversary year to celebrate our combined successes for children over the
decades. However, we also used this important time in CEHN's history to reflect on ways that we (
contribute to the field of children's environmental health protection today. As a result, CEHN develop
first Business Plan that represents our vision and specific-$&iort goals.

To achieve the dramatic results necessary to protect children, CEHN is now aligning our programs
content areas science, policy, marketplace, and leadershtp achieve greater scale and impact.

Within science, CEHN is working to support the best jpeeilewed science and translation of the scie
into child-protective policy and practice. CEHN's Childhood Leukemia project with UC Berkeley, Ar,
the Month, and the updatingmanual for health care facultyPutting It Into Practice: Pediatri
Environmental Health Training Resourbave all kept us busy this year.

Within policy, CEHN is working to protect children from environmental hazards by identifying prioriti
opportunities for effective public health policy improvements. In the marketplace, CEHN's visiol
educate and train the current and next generation of leaders in child health protection and s
sciencebased recommendation to assist consumers. In leadership, CEHN's work is to provide
partners and the general public with sciedoased education and recommendations to reduce ang
eliminate environmental hazards to children.

We are excited about and focused on the important work ahead of us and encourage you to rea
about the accomplishments CEHN made over the last year. If you are not already connected to CEH
reach out to us as we work together to ensure that our children are protected from environmental haz

last tw
can be:
ed our

into fol

nce
ticles c
C

es and
1 is to
Jpport
our ke
i/or

d more
N, plee
ards.




Protecting Children Through Policies

Health professionals, parents, teachers and others who care for children can do much to create a H
environment for their charges. But, as individuals, they cannot clean the air, remove contaminant
drinking water or assure that all products are safe for children. These and other important contribu
health and development are the responsibility of Federal, state and local policies and programs.
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developing systems are rarely considered when our decisiakers write laws, regulations, standards 4
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unique behaviors and environments, which lead to children commonly being exposed to higher l¢g
chemicals in their environments than are adults.

Yet progress is being made. Thanks to the work of the Network and an increasing number of orgar
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and individuals, awareness is growing among our paoliekers that children are not just little adults, and
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Educating

The Network continues to educate policy makers on the importance of providing healthy environme
children. Early in 2013, CEHN staff conducted introductory visits with a number of Senate staffers,
on staff for newlyelected Senators.

Thg Network also contributed to a successful Congressional briefing about the work of the Ce
9EOStft SYyOS Ay wSaSINOK F2NJ/ KAfRNBYyQa 9y TANRY,

Through our Health In All Policies project, the Network developed and distributed two founda
education pieces illuminating the impact of various sectersuch as education, transportation, housi
commerce, land use, and agriculture2 Yy OKAf RNBYy Qa KSIFf 0K YR RS@S
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Practice: Pediatric Environmental Health Training Resoutbe advocacy section continues to be a ¢
topic.

Through interviews with reporters around the nation, the Network staff and advisors increase aware
GKAa FASER FYR SRdzOFGS GKS LWzt A0 IyR RSOA&AA?Z2
Advocating

The Network raised its voice in support of improved policies for children in a variety of arenas.

The Network repeatedly urged Congressional appropriators to provide adequate funding and support

Federal pediatric environmental health activities and programs for FY 2014. This included pf
testimony to House and Senate appropriations subcommittees.
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Chemicals Policy Refornt: KS bSGg2N)] O2yUAydzSR (2 62N] F2NJ
law regulating most chemicals- the Toxic Substances Control Act or TSCA 2 6 S G G SNJ LI\
health. TSCA was enacted more than 30 years ago and does not adequately protect human health
of this outdated and ineffective law has been a priority for the Network and for others in the fields of
and environment. The Network continued its efforts to educate decisiakers about the inability of TS(
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Global Climate Chang€EHN staff attended a White House event on climate change and public |
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Protection and Promotion Act.

Lead RenovationThe Network cesigned a petition developed by the National Center for Healthy Housi

gto

the U.S. EPA that would help advance a new EPA renovation rule pertaining to public and commerci
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Certification regulation.

Tier 3 Motor Vehicle Emission and Fuel Standafide Network submitted docket comments to EPA
support of strengthening tailpipe emission and fuel standards for passenger cars and trucks.

Maryland pesticide legislation:The Network submitted testimony for the record to the Maryland st
legislature in February 2013 regarding legislation about pesticide application.

Leadership
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focusing on national policy and regulation, scientific research and knowledge, and the education o
care professionals.
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Though much progress has been made, we recognize that the necessary paradigm shift at the policy lev

and throughout society required to proactively consider children and future generations has not ocq
When progress has been made, it is primarily on a toxibgribxicant level, or by reacting to issues tl
emerge. The challenges facing children in their environments have broadened to include climate
20SaArider YR OKNRYAO RAASIASa LINBOA2dzate (K2
first to see a shorter life expectancy than their parents due to their poor health status.

Recognizing this, the Network has been working to create a proactive vision and blueprint for th
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o Generated comments from leaders in the field, leaders in new sectors, and through a vi
blog, to further shape a vision and process.

e Prepared for a fall 2013 planning meeting for a major invitaboty meeting in 2014 to generate

a consensus vision statement and strategy.

a
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Health in All Policies:Advancing public health and public interest policies usually requires the involvement
of multiple public interest groups. To expand the chorus of effective voices speaking out in supgport of
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partners to expand their capacity for engaging in this field. This year, the Network has partnered wjth four

national health care professional organizations through our Health in All Policies (HIAP) project:
o National Association for School Nurses (NASN)
0 Association of Clinicians for the Underserved (ACU)
o National Medical Association (NMA)
o National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP)

Our partnerships are focused on determining organizaspacific activities that will create or increase each
2NBFYATIFGA2yQa NBES a I OKFYLAZ2Yy T2N) OKAf RNByQa
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environmental health using a Health in All Policies (HiaP) approach. This work builds upon the s
Congressional briefing we held in June 2012.

We also engaged with the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities to
language about the known and suspected links between autism and the environment.

¢tKS bSGE2NI Qa LR{tAOE STF2NIa ¢g2dzZ R y20 KI @S

ICCesSs

jeveloj

0S!

bSGg2N]I Qa . 2FNRX ! ROA&A2NE . 2FNRZ t2fA0e [/ 2YYAdd

year, we were pleased to welcome Kristin Schafer of Pesticide Action Network and Jack Rayburn of
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Childhood Leukemia Project

CEHN has partnered with the University of California at Berkeley (UC Berkeley) to provide I
GNI yatlridAz2zy FyR O2YYdzyAideé 2dziNBlI OK aSNIAOSaA
environmental exposures. The Network will make this research understandable, accessible and ag
through integration into orgoing outreach and training for various stakeholders including care prov|

KSIfGK OFNB LINRFSaaAzylfas LINByGtas AYyRAGDARdZ
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Interdisciplinary Research on Childhood Leukemia and the Environment (CIRCLE) based at UC Be
funded by NIEHS and EPA.

CEHN continues to build a database of pestiewed research articles focused on childhood leukemial
environmental exposures and is assisting in the development of the narrative to provide content
NBaSINOK GNIyatlrdAz2y LIEIFyd ¢KS bSig2N] KIF& Al
incorporate and communicate key childhood leukemia findings. New research in the field is highligh
GKS I NIAOES 2F (KS az2yiK &aSNARSa | y/RKN{IR MB ya@sd
and Cancer > gAff LINPGARS FlFOGakKSSta F2NJ I OF NRSGq
CIRCLE website. The first completadtsheet reviewed by our scientific advisory board and aimeg
parents and cargjivers, has already been posted. It has also been approved for dissemination to tg
health care provider audiences, pending a final review by the University of California at Berkeley.

Children’s
Environmental
Health
Network

The Children's Environmental Health Network is a
national multi-disciplinary organization whose mission
is to protect the developing child from environmental
health hazards and promote a healthier environment.

Childhood Leukemia

What is childhood leukemia?

EceHealthy Child Care®

EcceHealthy Child Care® (EHCC) is a national program that partners with child care professionals to
or reduce environmental health hazards found in child care facilities, thus improving the environ
health of children. EHCC supports child care providers as they make simple choices that benefit th
and weltbeing of all children in their care. The program offers training, technical assistance, res
marketing and an endorsement. By reducing exposure to toxics, the program creates healthier envirg
in and around child care facilities, and in doing so, it creates healthier kids.
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http://www.cehn.org/cancer
http://www.cehn.org/cancer
http://www.cehn.org/files/Leukemia_2_5_14.pdf

EHCC remains the sole sdifected environmental health endorsement program for child care providers.
Since early 20082,145 endorsement applications have met our EHCC requirem@&ased on these
endorsements, 89,28¢hildren have been protected from environmental toxics in their child care setting.

The EceHealthy Child Care® program is currently endorsing 808 child care facilities, protg2i#&
children within 47 states. A variety of corporate and government child care chains (Bright Horizong Famil
{2fdziA2yas 6A0GK ynnb OSYGSNBRI /KAftRNByUaQ / NBI (A
Administration ¢ Child Care Operations (GSA), with 100+ centers) are committed to achievirg and
maintaining EHCC endorsement for all facilities.

In 2013, EHCC received tBavironmental Healttnnovation Awardrom the National Environmental Health
Association for our innovation and effective approach. Other national awards include the U.S. Environments
t NEGSOGAZ2Y | REYVRERBY Q& NI ¢ dExdeeycy Swai@ndfthe PO3OChildckre and
School IPM Recognition Awaficdm the IPM Institute of North America, Inc. EHCC covers the following

content areas: Pesticides and Pest Prevention, Air Quality, Household Chemicals, Lead, Mercury, Radon,
Supplies, Furniture and Carpets, Plastics and Plastic Toys, Arsenic: Treated Wood and Water, and| Recyc
and Garbage Storage.

Education & Awareness

During 2013, CEHN staff offered thén&ur EHCC Train the Trainer (TtT) session to child care trainers, child
care health consultants, licensing staff and child care resource and referral staff in Alaska, Georgia, Indian
lowa, Ohio and Oklahoma. Since 2008, the EHCC TtT has been offered in 23 states: AK, CA, CO, FL, GA,
ID, IN, KS, KY, MA, ME, MS, NC, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, TX, VT, and WA. We look forward to working
Connecticut, Nevada and New Mexico in 2014.

Gulf of

Califarnia
/ Mexico Mexico
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States having participated in EHCC Train the Trainer sessions




New Collaborations & Milestones

EHCC has formed a strong partnership with the National Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH). NC

HH is |

premier provider of healthy homes/healthy indoor environment trainings in the U.S. for public health and

housing professionals. NCHH has developed curricula for 10 different successful aredyareléd trainings.

NCHH will be adopting the EHCC curriculum which means that their 56 training partners across the natio

will routinely offer the EHCC training. The Network was pleased to receive $107,000 from tk
Department of Housing and Urban Development to support these efforts.

Evaluation is a key aspect of the EHCC program. We collect and analyze data to help us assess ¢
University of Maryland School of Nursing researchers are working with us to assess some valual
data. One analysis has reviewed the pre and post tests conducted at EHCC Train the Trainer sessi
states (FL, ID, KS, TX, VT) to evaluate the effectiveness of the TtT sessions. The results found-ttzet
training program on environmental hazards in the child care setting can significantly improve knowle

upper-level individuals (trainers, licensing staff and health/nurse consultants) in the child care industry.
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Another analysis is looking at the checklists submitted by 396 endorsed facilities to identify the frequency o

different environmental stewardship practices by child care centers. Both analyses have been develo
articles that are being submitted for publication.

Two upstate New York public interest groups Clean and Healthy New York and the Child Care Cou
are using the Ecblealthy Child Care® program as the foundation of a program to educate chil
providers in the Great Lakes Basin about common toxic chemicals and how to choose safer g
Supported by a grant from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, the groups will use EHCC
in additional sciencéased materials relevant for the area. CEHN is providing not just permission
EHCC but also some technical support to this creative program.

Policy

In 2013 the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (pildfdsed updating théealth and safet)
requirements for child cares receiving subsidies under the Child Care and DevelopmenCEttid quick
reviewed the proposal and found no mention of environmental health. Working with collaborative patr
CEHN/EHCC drafted and circulated docket comméngsl b Q& FA Yl f  Q@nédrby theCénten
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Disorders (INND), thdlational Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH), and the National Resource Cet
Health and Safety in Child Care and Early Education. (HHS Rulenixdakgt ACE013;0001).

nter for




EHCC Conference Participation

EHCC staff presented at 11 national, regional and state conferences during this fiscal year, including: tf
National Housing Education and Research Association conference, the National Head Start Associati
conference, the National Healthy Homes conference, the Association for Early Learning Leaders cgnferen
and the National Association for the Education of Young Children conference.

Leadership

The EHCC program was highlighted in a May 2013 article on the current status of environmental health i
U.S. child care settings published EBiyvironmental Health Perspectiyéise journal of the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences. In addition, a full page artiéeofessional Connectiorestrade journa
of the Association of Early Learning Leaders, provided an overview of the EHCC program, resources availa
and our accomplishments to date.

CEHN staff chair the EHCC National Advisory Committee (NAC) and the EHCC Science Task Force| Since
the EHCC NAC has ensured the growth, development and rapid adoption of the EHCC program. Leaders
both state and national child care agenciesy R y I GA2y It OKAf RNBYyQa Syga
comprise this committee, including: Child Care Aware of America, the National Association for the Educatior
2F ,2dzy3d [/ KAfRNBYy>X GKS bliAz2ylf 1 2a420A1FGA2Y T
environmental health organizations comprise this committee, including: Child Care Aware of Amerjca, the
National Association for the Education of Young Children, the National Association for Regulatory
' RYAYAAUNr 0A2yE GKS blraGAaAzylrf ISFR {GFNIG ' aa2QAl i
among others.

For more information on the EHCC Program and to download topical fact sheets please visit the EHC
www.cehn.org/ehcc

A training session provided to child care providers by CEHN



http://www.cehn.org/ehcc

Communicating the Science

/| KAt RNBYQa 9Yy@ANRYYSyYyidlf | SFHEGK ! NOAOES 27F (K
'YVYRSNEGFYRAY3I GKS aOASyOS GKFG adzllll2Nla GKS ¥F

S a
ASt

people. The emerging scientific papers are usually highly technical. Judging the priority and translating th
results of the growing number and wide variety of articles is confusing. But understanding the sciencg is als

key to adopting effective and protective practices and policies.

To help journalists, polienakers and the general public better understand the outcomes of pediatric
SYOGANRYYSyuGult KSIf{tGK NBaSINOKI /91 bQa {OASYyOS /[
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health topics hangicked by the CEHN Science Committee; its findings and importance are summarjzed fo
GKS 3ISYSNIf LldzofAOd ¢KS ! NIAOES 2F (GKS azyiK A

http://bit.ly/1ajhMEU.

Upcoming Research “Conference
/ 91 bQ& YSEG LISRAFGNARO SYGBANRBYYSyYyGlFf NB&SFNOK

02

focus of the conference will be on food: food that makes fetuses/children more resistant to environmental
hazards, unrecognized environmental hazards in food, and the health outcomes of these positive anc

yS3I GABS SELR&dZNBEEA RANBOGEE 2N AYRANBOGt&aod [ ]
edge science in these areas of study and offer the translation of findings to public health practice and
where possible. Visit our websiteww.cehn.org to keep abreast of this conference as plans develop.

9FF2NI a4 &4dzOK Fa GKS&AS AYONBFasS O02YYdzyAOFGAzy
promote the field within the science world and highlight the science world and highlight the sdiaseeot
current issues with stakeholders.

Events
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CEHN marked 2012 as a year building on its two decades of leadership in protecting all children fror
environmental hazards. In September, CEHN took an eveniraglébrate their 20th Anniversary as jan

organization and leader in the field Ghildren's Environmental Health. It wagantastic event that included

the participation of longstanding friendsand leaders in this movement as well asw champions for
children's healthprotection. Awards were presented tkey movers and shakers in the areasstident
achievement, journalism, angational leadership.

Guests included distinguished health professionals, public health advocates, researchers, an
communitybased leaders within the field of children's environmental health. The event highlighted nat only
the history and work of CEHN but also children's unique vulnerabilities and susceptibilities when they are

exposed to environmental toxicants.



http://bit.ly/1ajhMEU
http://www.cehn.org

The Child Health Advocate Honorees were former EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson for her efforts t{o prote

the health and environment for all AmericanBlilwaukee Journal Sentin@hvestigative reporters Meg

Kissinger and Susanne Rust for theiraward Y Y Ay 3 aSNAS&as> G/ KSYAOIf C

€€

the Federal government to regulate toxic chemicals in household product; Christina and Eric Bear,
sisterbrother team from Boulder, CO, who created the Radon Awareness Project and were selected a:

winners of the first Nsedu Obot Witherspoon Youth Leadership Award (see below). To learn more ab
award recipients, visit our 20th Anniversary webpalui#p://bit.ly/1e7UQJF

Lisa P. Jackson Meg Kissinger Susanne Rust Eric & Christina Bear

N.O.W. Youth Leadership Award

out ou

The evening of CEHN's Gala included the announcement of a new award. The Board announced the Nse
Obot Witherspoon Youth Leadership Award, or N.O.W. Award, in honor of CEHN's Executive Director wt
continues to work tirelessly for the health and wk#ing of our children. To find out more about the award

and Ms. Witherspoon the night of the Galasit http://bit.ly/1bVJAv2

CHILDREN'S ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH NETWORK
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Collaborating with Partners

Partnerships are key to leveraging resources for CEHN; below are some of our partners in the
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